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6 OCTOBER — 11 NOVEMBER 2017 
Opening Reception:  

Friday, 6 October 5—9pm  

Saturday & Sunday , 7-8 October 1—4pm 

Also by Appointment: (207) 929-6472 

The Old White Church  

29 Salmon Falls Road, Buxton, 04093 

 

In association with the 

 

Leap of Faith  
A photo exhibit based on  

Courtney Anne Porter’s  

two and a half year journey through 

Montenegro, the Balkans, and Europe. 
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Courtney Anne Porter is best known as a dancer and choreographer. 

She has choreographed ballroom dance pieces with a contemporary 

flair in the Mid-Coast region of Maine for almost two decades . She is 

also a talented multimedia artist who has worked in fiber arts, large 

mural painting, and photography.  

Courtney is an avid traveler. Her photos are a modern take on travel 

photography that capture people and/or place mixing mood and 

dramatic scenery to reveal the underlying essence of the locality. Her 

photography is predominantly of locales in Europe and coastal Maine.  

Courtney has just returned from Montenegro where she lived for 

three years.  She now resides, again, in Belfast, Maine with her 

husband, Lieutenant Colonel Pete Carter, and cat, Murphy.  

COURTNEY ANNE PORTER 
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hy Montenegro? 

In 2013, Courtney’s husband, Pete, an officer in the Maine National Guard, 

told her he was going to be assigned for two years at the US Embassy in 

Podgorica, Montenegro. He would be managing the State Partnership Pro-

gram between the Armed Forces of Montenegro and the Maine National 

Guard. Courtney did not know what lay ahead or how her life would change. 

This exhibition is a discovery of the former Yugoslavian states and of the 

artist’s personal self-discovery as she traveled through Montenegro and its 

environs. The collection was completed during a period in her life when she 

was forced to find strength within herself to face novel challenges. This se-

ries captures the strength and beauty of a region as it recovers from a dev-

astating civil war and was the inspiration for the strength and beauty Court-

ney soon found within herself. 

 

Artist’s Note: In preparing for this exhibit many questions arose. Do I make 

this show personal or objective? Do I simplify or overindulge? For a person 

who always dreams in visions of grandeur in both the conscious and subcon-

scious, what is too much? How do I tell a story so dear to my heart that is 

filled with some narratives that are not mine to tell? Do I lay out my journey 

for all to see or do I keep it sacred and hidden where no one can see? The 

latter is what I have always done; the former is what I have always wanted 

to do. Montenegro has given me the leap of faith I have been waiting for. I 

never thought I would leap with such joy and from such heights.   

W 

When asked where I have been, I say, “Smack-dab in the middle of Paradise 

drinking from the Fountain of Youth, mixed with an elixir of courage!”  
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Montenegro 

Where in the world is Montenegro? 
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Brief Overview: 

Located across the sea from Italy, Monte-

negro is a land of extreme beauty; a place 

where:  

 jagged mountain peaks drop dramati-

cally into the pristine waters of the 

Adriatic  

 deep canyons collect clear, mineral-

rich waters from the higher elevation’s 

snow-covered Balkan mountains  

 Venetian Empire towns are 

crowned by older Turkish fortress-

es 

 cultures have clashed for thou-

sands of years leaving their distinct 

marks on the citizenry and archi-

tecture  

 ancient traditions such as herding 

have been passed down from gen-

eration to generation 

 urban areas still retain some of the remnants of their twentieth century com-

munist past 

 for now, is still isolated from the pressures of western modern culture.  

A 
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Montenegro was relatively untouched by the conflicts of the 90s and to its citizens 

the wars seem a distant memory. The mood changes when crossing the border into 

neighboring former Yugoslavian countries. There is sectarian strife throughout the 

rest of the Balkans; fueled by non-secular and nationalistic beliefs. A communality 

that the other Balkan states have with Montenegro is their stunning natural beauty 

and as strange as it sounds for a region with so much political/ethnic discourse – 

the people are extremely friendly.  
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“I am not afraid of the darkness. Real death 

is preferable to a life without living.” 

-Vasco da Gama, Portuguese navigator and 

world explorer 

Photo is of the Monument to the Discoveries 

in Lisbon, Portugal. 

Belem Tower, UNESCO World Heritage Site, in the Tagus 

River. Santa Maria de Belem Parish, Lisbon, Portugal.  Courtney—Algarve Coast. 

“Game of Thrones” fans will recognize this location in Dubrovnik from the Season 5 finale 

“Walk of Shame”.  



Courtney’s Email: ballcap73@yahoo.com 

Courtney Anne Porter 

Leap of Faith 
A Photo Exhibit  

Opening Reception:  

Friday, 6 October 5—9pm  

Saturday & Sunday , 7-8 October 1—4pm 

Also by Appointment: (207) 929-6472 

Free Admission 

The Old White Church  

29 Salmon Falls Road, Buxton, 04093 

 

In association with the 

6 OCTOBER — 11 NOVEMBER 2017 


